Peanut Butter Christmas
December 11

The students of MTCA invite you to join theim for th
Christmas presentation on December 11, at i

A musical, “Peanut Butter Christmas,” by Ron
Hamilton and Gary Emory will be presentedtz

other Christmas recitations and music. Yauilheart
be warmed this Christmas season as you enjoy the
production presented by the students. Pletse plan
come and enjoy this special time with our precious
children.

MTCA Parent Board

Nominations supplied by parents of students
enrolled at MTCA put into place our first MTE
Board. The first meeting held by the parewiak
in September with the purpose to serve as an
extension of the fundraising efforts of MTCA.

Elected as President, Mrs. Faye Cummins, Vice-
President Denise Johnson, and Secretary Treasurer
Linda Rushing.

The Parent Board set to work immediately on the
preparations for Pigmania, a BBQ Dinner and Silent
Auction event scheduled for October 28.

An ever-present dandMITCA, Josh Gentry ¢
& Nick’'s BBQ, donated all of the food that fed 225
people. What an amazing gift to MTCA in its
endeavor to raise the needed funds to educate the
special children at MTCA!

The Parent Board successfully raised about
$4,000.00 through Pigmania this year. The Parent
Board will continue to work on other endealp
make special education possible through MTCA.

Crye-Leike’s Hosts Chili Caafk{for
MTCA

For the second year in a row, Crye-Leike ehose Th
Master’'s Touch Academy to designate the funds
raised through their annual Chili Cook-offn The ra
did not discourage the avid supporters of those who
attend Crye-Leike’s annual event.

Tom Williams, broker for the Smyrna Crye-Leike
and President of the ExeeBoard of MTCA, s¢
as a constant encouragement and support to the
community in the endeavor of educating children wit

special needs through the Master’'s Touch Academy.

Our friends at Crye-Leike have been supgortive
they have supplied volunteer hours, supplies,
monetary donations, fundraising events and
community awareness. Our appreciation of Crye-
Leike’s involvement is beyond expression a&s they ar
a strong support to our students.

o
Thank You Crye Lelbﬂg

(From Left to Right)
Larry Lee, Donna Lee, Tom Williams, Barbara McGee,
Lisa Morrow, and Cindy Speers

Dear Friends,

Please take time to review the attachmen
which come with this newsletter. We at
MTCA are asking for your help to supp
the students. Find out how to help give the
children an opportunity by reviewing the
“It Matters To This One” commitment car
and letter. All gifts are tax-deductible to the
fullest extent by law. Our policy is to ap|
all gifts toward the students of MTCA.
MTCA is ¢501©3rganization, and gifts to
which are deductible as charitable
contributions for Federal income tax
purposes. Thank yc

The Master’s Touch Christian Academy
Merry Christmas

The

~~Master's Touch

890 Rock Springs Rd.
Smyrna, TN 371¢

It Matters to This One

As | walked along the seashore, this young boy
greeted me. He was tossing a stranded starfish
back into the deep blue sea.

| said, “Tell me why you bother.
Why waste you're your time this way?
There are a million stranded starfish.
Does it matter anyway?”

And he said, “It matters to this one.
It deserves a chance to grow.
It matters to this one.

| can’t save them all, | know.
But it matters to this one, I'll return to the sea.

‘It matters to this one,
and it matters a lot to mé

As | walked into a classroom, the teacher gre
me. She was helping Johnny study.
He was struggling | could see.

| said, “Tell me why you bother.
Why waste your time this way?
Johnny’s only one of millions.
Does it matter anyway?”

And she said, “It matters to this one.
It deserves a chance to grow.
It matters to this one. | can’'t save them all,
| know. But it matters to this one,
I'll help him be what he can be.

‘It matters to this one,
and it matters a lot to mé

Academy

(615) 4597435

www.masterstouchacademy.

It Has Mattered to This Oﬁéhlev Jackson

“I'm sorry, but your child is n@atucable, not capable
academic learning. Your child will be placeckilif¢h
skills class to learn living skills, such as cleqni
windows and vacuuming.”

-Ashley Jackson’s former school.

This conclusion was spoken to Ashley’s parshtsxalears
ago. Suppose these are the words that wereospmken t
concerning your child, or a child special towwould you
take this news?

As you can imagine, it would be very hard tthatgept ch
would never have the opportunity to acquiri théusasional
knowledge needed to provide independence.ley&t, Ash
parents were about to embaak @tternative school placel
They enrolled her in school at MTCA in 2002h&bpstigey
would have the chance to learn despite hereshalleng
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Conclusion Inside



(Continued from front) Ashley Jackson

Ashley has Cerebral Palsy. Cerebral Palsy is a
disorder caused by an injury to the brain. Cdrebra
Palsy often causes multiple disabilities. An ishak
with Cerebral Palsy may have mental retardation,
seizures, communication problems, vision and lgearin
impairments, and physical limitations.

Ashley is 15 years old and is presently in hery&fr

at MTCA. She is very much considered, “Most
Congenial of MTCA”, with her ever-present smile and
happy, positive disposition.

When Ashley enrolled at MTCA, an academic
assessment was administered. The outcome of the
assessment served to help place her at her level of
understanding with which to begin potive academ
intervention. The structured program of MTCA
addressed the basic skills on a daily basis to help
Ashley progress as rapidly as possible.

Since MTCA is a small school, it allows for
individualized attention that makes a marked
improvement in the progression of the students.

In Ashley’s case, she received a lot of one-on-one
instruction on a daily basis. Through this prosacti
one-on-one program developed for Ashley, she began
to make great strides in her academic program
consisting of: Math, Language, Spelling, Reading,
Science, History, and Penmanship.

With Ashley’s cooperation and hard work, along with
her instructor’s creative approach, day in andday
Ashley began to understand and retain simple
concepts and now has moved on to more complex
concepts. Ashley is now mastering Pre-Algebran Whe
she first came to MTCA, Ashley was quite challenged
with the concept of subtraction.

Ashley’s reading and comprehension have improved
dramatically. Whereas at one time Ashley struggled
construct a two-word sentence, she can now
successfully write a letter or e-mail a frienderiWh
Ashley was taught keyboardingehool, it opened tl
door for Ashley to use a communication deviceyto ke
in her thoughts. She then presses the ‘speakakely,
the communication device will speak out in an keudib
voice for Ashley. What a smile that brings teegshl
when she is ablto communicate her needs and wi

It makes us all smile too!

In History, Ashley has now memorized the Dectaratio
of Independence and is presently working on other
phenomenal pieces of American History that she can
commit to memory. Ashley is now taking piano
lessons at school, which so delights her! Shéevill
playing a song at our school Christmas program in a
few weeks.

In History, Ashley has now memorized the Dectaratio
of Independence and is presently working on other
phenomenal pieces of American History that she can
commit to memory. Ashley is now taking piano
lessons at school, which so delights her! Shéevill

playing a

Ashley’s academic progress has made, and will
continue to make, a life long difference in herefut
Believing that Ashley can move on to higher
education, when she graduates from MTCA, we look
expectantly to see great accomplishments fromy

in the years ahead!

The investment in Ashley through the program at
MTCA did ‘matter to this one€lhe investment ones

make on the behalf of the students at MYQ&s
Matter

“We are so blessed through the
Master’s Touch Academy! They did
not give up on Ashley. Ashley will
continue to accomplish all that is
possible for her through the love

and determination of MTCA.

“She is even learning to play the
piano!” - Ashley’s mom, Janet Sory.

MTCAs making a profound difference to young people
who are often forgotten. Knowledge and edusation op

About MTCA
the door to independence.

MTCAopened in 2002 to provide young people who are
academically, mentally, and physically chalignged w
training to help the student reach his/hegritillpot

MTCA doesot put restrictions on a child due to their
challenges but helps each child reach for theégenowl
that will yield independence and confidence.

The “you can't” at other schools becdime"you

can”, at MTCA.

MTCAaccepts students with multiple disabilities,
orthopedic handicaps, attention deficit dikadensg
disabilities, educable mental disabilitiedetragrzil

disabilities, emotional disabilities, and sievs.lear . .
© MTCPoperates as tuition based educational program.

The total cost of educating one student is &1.1,000.
aI'he student’s family pays $4,500.00, leavisigy the re
$6,500.00 to be funded by individuals, busamekses,
various fundraising events.

MTCAs the only special school in middle Tenndssee th
will enroll a young person regardless of thésstuden
achievement level. Most often students witimapd

are “shut out” when it comes to the availabidityesf

of alternative educational opportunities. . . . .
PP MTCASs organized exclusively for educational purposes

within the meaning of Section 501 ©3 of the Interna
Revenue Code including operation of an elementary a
secondary school.

Moment of Reflection
In John 21, Jesus asks Simon Peter three times if
Peter loves Him. Three times Peter replies that he
does. With each declaration Jesus tells him in
response,Feed my lambs and then feed my sltieep

MTCAs a traditional day school that offers an
individualized educational program to studesiscic
needs, not discriminating in regard to racatices, n
origin, religion, or variance of disabilityhildriea at

It is no accident that Jesus prioritizes his “litttees”
firstt When the disciples wanted to turn away
children as if they were an annoyance, Jesus said,
“Suffer (allow) the little children to come to Me.”

MTCAcome from schools that did not ascribe to them a  The Children of MTCA occupy a special place in
progressive academic outcome. But given emotional the heart of our God. Not one of their achievements
security, encouragement, and knowledgeable academicgoes unnoticed. They are precious in his sight and

assistance, every student has made remarkasie progr their faces do reflect His goodness. May God gra

MTCA’snstructional program maintains a standard of
academic excellence that allows the student the
opportunity to achieve mastery in tools of &l

more opportunity for their sakes. Alas, there is a
repayment in each of their smiles.

-Bro. Frank Drinkwine
CBC Assistant Pastor
MTCA Vice President of Executive Board



