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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Many of us have observed that during the snowstorm, we had the op-
portunity to connect again with our neighbors, as we shoveled our 
way out of the blizzard. 
 
One of my neighbors gave me her interpretation of the unprece-
dented amount of snow we received in February: she felt it was 
God's way of telling us to slow down, really, slow down. We had no 
choice, with snow after snow after snow. 
 
We had no choice but to slow down, play games, work puzzles, 
gather round the fire, make a pot of soup (that is, if we were not at 
work as a responder to the forces of nature!). 
 
Is this a valid message for us, to slow down? Is it even possible in 
this day and age? This is the season of Lent, and even if we cannot 
figure out how to slow down, indeed it is vitally important that during 
this time of preparation, we take time to re-center. This is the time for 
us to recover the rhythms of life that sustain us: daily prayer and 
scripture reading, weekly corporate worship, giving out of gratitude 
for all God's gifts to us, and time to observe Sabbath rest from a 
week of being a missionary and servant of the Lord.   
 
These are the practices that center us in the life, community and call-
ing that God has for us, shaped by the cross and resurrection of our 
Savior. 
 
This is exactly why we are focusing on the Five Practices of a Fruitful 
Congregation during this Lenten season. Please join us for worship, 
for Bible study together, and for fellowship, as we prepare during this 
Holy Lent to celebrate that event which changes the world: the resur-
rection of Christ! 
 
Peace and blessings, 
Pastor Rebecca 
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On January 31 we celebrated “New Life…,” “A New People…,” and “A New Calling…” with a baptism, 
reception of new members and Commissioning of new Congregational Care Ministers. Because of the 
snow, many of you were not able to attend this service so we wanted to share the joy with you by lifting 
up the names of those with whom we celebrated. 
 
New Life…Baptism 
Jackson Allen, son of Charles and Jen Allen 
Kate Falls (baptized as an adult)              
 
A New People…Reception of New Members  
Charles and Jen Allen (Children:  Lauren and Mary) 
Judy Challenger 
John & Kristin Clancy (Children:  Madeleine and Thomas) 
Ben and Kate Falls 
Mia Richardson 
Beverly Shields 
Jennifer Wick (Children:  Andrew and Joshua) 
 
A New Calling…Commissioning of Congregational Care M inisters 
John Barnes  Barbara Julian  Bob Sellers 
Ruella Barnes  Lynn Kent  Sara Turner 
Dana Buckwalter Audrey Kerge  Katey Vance 
Susan Hickes  Ana Larson  Brian Wells 
Jane Johnson  Vicki Larson 
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The cancer support group meets the third Monday of each month from 7:15 to 8:15 pm in the Youth Room. 
We support cancer patients and survivors, their family members, caregivers and others dealing with a long-
term critical illness. Our monthly sessions are one hour long and follow a format that we have found to be 
most helpful to those in attendance. We support each other by sharing true stories of hope and healing and by 
uplifting each other to God through pray and scripture. Our group is open to anyone in the Crofton Commu-
nity. 
 
New Information : 
The American Cancer Society at 1041 Route #3 N, Gambrills, MD will provide free wigs to women in need. 
The contact person is Melissa Woodard at 410-721-4304. 
 
Cancer Care E-News Online Support Groups--Connecting with people who have similar experiences can be 

an effective way to find support and share information and resources. Cancer Care Online Support Groups 

are moderated by professional oncology social workers, and provide a safe place to interact and share ways 

of coping with others who understand our particular challenges. Groups are offered for people with specific 

diagnoses as well as for caregivers and people who have lost a loved one to cancer. Groups are available 24 

hours a day, seven days a week at www.cancercare.org.  

New Ministry : 
The Shawl Ministry has graciously agreed to knit and/or crochet chemo caps for cancer patients. These caps 
will be included in a Cancer Support bag with other practical and inspirational items for newly diagnosed can-
cer patients. They are available in Pastor Rebecca’s office. If you know a cancer patient, please take a bag to 
them. For questions regarding the Cancer Support Group, please contact Gary Todd.  
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Finding God in Unexpected Places , by: Philip Yancey 

What’s So Amazing About Grace , by: Philip Yancey 

Girltalk GodTalk , by: Joyce Ann Mercer 

Bad Girls of the Bible , by: Liz Curtis Higgs 

Catching Fireflies, by: Patsy Clairmont 

Stones into Schools , by: Greg Mortenson 

The Mitford Bedside Companion , by: Jan Karon 

Amish Peace , by: Suzanne Woods Fisher 

Detective Stories from the Bible , by: J. Ellsworth Kalas 

Engaging Your Teen’s World , by: Brian Houseman 

Boundaries With Kids , by: Henry Cloud and John Townsend 

Joshua and the City , by: Joseph Girzone 

Breaking the Silence (the churches Responds to Do-
mestic Violence), by: Anne Weatherholt 

The Preacher’s Daughter , by: Beverly Lewis 

The Revelation , by: Beverly Lewis 

Here if You Need Me , by: Kate Braestrup 

The September of Shiraz , by: Salia Sofer 

Letters to Malcolm , by: C.S. Lewis 

John’s Story , by: Tim LaHaye, Jerry Jenkins 

Cure for the Common Life , by: Max Lucado 

The Birth of Jesus (Children’s) , by: Selina Hastings 

Forgiving a Friend (Children’s) , by: Virginia Kroll 

The Jesus Book (Children’s) , by: Stephen Elkins 
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Shoes jogging down the road- 

Shoes running around the track- 

Shoes stashed away in the closet- 

Shoes worn to a frazzle. 
 

What do these shoes have in common? They are all eligible for the shoe 
bin in the church Narthex. All of your worn out athletic shoes, ADULT 
SIZES ONLY, size 6 and up are re-vamped and sold. The profits help 
water the lands of Africa. We are literally feeding people when we donate 
our old, down-trodden shoes.   

 

WORN OUT SHOES 

USELESS TO US 

BREAD AND WATER 

TO OTHERS 
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